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|j A bill which had previously passed the U. S.
; > House of Represantatives, passed the Seoate,

y yesterday, appropriating $20,000 to tbo poor |
5 of the District of Colombia. It was properly

i objected to by Mr. Cockrell, ol iMi-souri, but J
| {ft bis objection was oot sustained by a sufficient

number to prevent its passage. Congress has
been making similar appropriations for some

V years past, and doubtless with good iuteatioos,
but it has so happened that Dearly all the

; money, that is distributed, goes to the able
bedied negroes.who not only abstain from seeking

employment, hut actually rei'uso it when
'

|') offered; and so loug as the government continue3to supply them with food so loDg will
the court rooms of Washington, the galleries
of the Capitol, and the other comfortablo lounging

places about the District of Columbia, be
filled, almost to the entire exclusion of other
people, with lazy, worthless, and filthy negroes,
and so loDg will the farmers in all the neighboring

couDtry be deprived of the labor they
stand so much iu ueed of to cultivate their now

;V necessarily idle laDd.
<

The commissioners now deliberating upon

the disputed presidential election are expected
by the country to decide the case before them
upon its merits, and not upon the legal technicalitiesthat may be advanced by the distin

i'-._

' ; guished counsel employed. The essential principle
of free governments is that the majority

shall rule; the people cast their ballots for either
Hayes or Tildeo, and what they waut to kuow

>- i is, oot whether tue illegal provisions uj ecimiu

laws coaeted by partisan legislators have been
complied witli to the letter, but which one of

.-;.v those two candidates received the most votes.

A decision rendered in accordance with this
idea will ho satisfactory to all parties; and
though any decision tiie commission may announcewill be accepted, by the democrats at

Ijast, as abiding, it' it be muue upon aoy other
y -*7

ground it will be unsatisfactory, and the return

of good leeliug and business prosperity be hinderedand delayed, lor the people will uaturally
be discontented with a president who did

not receive a majority of their votes.

The flags on the Capitol were not lowered
last uight, and will not be uotil the result of
the presidential election he declared, for the
law provides that the session ol Congress l'or

|y counting the electoral vote shall uot adjourn
d.:. until the result is declared, aud as-reeesses are

not regarded in the light of adjournment, the

p- flags will fly uotil either Gov. Haye9 or Gov.
Tildeu be aunounced as the President of the
country. It is not known how long it will

[} take to decide the case of Florida, but the prei'vailing impression is that no decision will be

i'; reached, at the .shortest, iu less than lour days.
Meanwhile the Joint Convention will Dot asi, semble again for counting the vote until a result

is reached on the State hanging in the balance.
The Judges of the Supreme Court who

sit on the Electoral Commission atteud, uot in
their imposing black silk robes, but in ordinary
citizen's apparel.

A '"side issue," coonccted with the evideucc
of the witness Maddox, but oue that reveals
the necessity for civil service reform in this
couQlry as distinctly as Littlefield's testimony
shows that Louisiaua cast her vote forTildeo and
Hendricks, is the fact that the expenses of the

mission on which he was scot by the president
of the Louisiana returning board to sell the
vote of that State were paid by the Govern
meDt out of the fund for the iuternal revenue service;

in other words, thai the grievous taxation
to which the country is subjected is, by authorityof the radicals who uow control the Treasury,lor the purpose of not only supplyiug them
with the means of luxurious aod riotous living,
uud to debauch the people by the example of
extravagant expenditure, but to buy votes to

continue them in office uud to pay the expensesof parties engaged in the salo of the
votes of States.

Protecting a Sister's Grave..On Thursdayuight tome pertous uukoowu made mi attemptto steal from the Riverview Cemetery
the body of Miss Anna Lytle, buried the day
before. Her brother had beeu warned that
such an attempt would be uiauc, und speDt the
greater part of Wednesday night uear the
crave. Early on Thursday evening Joseph
fn*!" mnnt frk t ll o nf I ll ** QpYlntl tl'llCI ,n.
JJJfbtC VT^UL LU IUV nu14.1v u» »t»v uvatvu| uuw iu

formed hiin that about 7 o'clock be had heard
a boggy cross thi Laughery creek bridge aud
stop 00 the cemotcry side. He went down to
ward the bridge, where he found a horse and
buggy hitched. behind an old unoccupied log
bouse. About9 o'clock he and tho sexton
went into the cemetery, and found two men at
work shoveliDg .

the earth from tho grave.
WheD within about 75 or 100 feet the sexton
discharged bis revolver at them. They immediatelyfled, leaving their entire outfit, includingthe horse and buggy on the ground. The
earth had been removed until they had reachedthe box in which the coffin was enclosed,
aDd in a few minutes more the body would
have been removed from the grave. On the
ground were found two shovels, a hatchet, saw,
and ropes. They also had a large cauvass or

tarpaulin, on which the earth had been thrown.
Cincinnati Gazette.

The Senate Committee on Privileges and
Elections reported yesterday on the three cases

of alleged ineligible electors, respectively from
New Jersey, Missouri aud Virginia. Thecoin-
rnittee find that the action of tho New Jersey
and Virginia electors in regard to the vacancies :

caused by the absence of the ineligible electors i
was in accordance with State laws, but in the s
case of Missouri the electors had no power underState law to fill the vacancy. The com- 1
rnittee hold that if the dootrine of Gov. Grover, 1
of Oregon, be conceded, a republioaq elector
should be counted in Missouri, and in Virginia, i
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Tho Committee on the Powers, Privileges I
and Duties of the Mouse had another meeting F
yesterday morniDg.

J. M. Maddox, in reply to Mr. Field as to t(

whether he was willing to testify regarding a

any letters from Mr. Wells, first read the following
paper:. H

In explanation of my refusal to aoswe- the ^

question propounded to me yesterday, 1 deem
it due to myself to state that my refusal arose j,
from a disinclination to commit a breach of n
cootideuce. I asked for the delay with the
hope that Governor Wells would be disposed y
to make a full statement of all the facts in the j
Louisiana case, and thus relieve me lrom my
embarrassment. 11 is failure to indicate a will- [
iogoess to do so relieves mc from further obii- c

gatiou to him, aud I am now prepared to uu- t
swer such questions as the committee may sac t

proper to ask. Jos. II. Maddox.
Mr. Maddox theu stated that he had not [

now the letters asked for by the committee, l
but could oontrol them aod would produce ,
them before the committee. There is one letter
to himself aod two others to Senator West, j
They have- been sent for, and will be in this (

city to-morrow (Friday.) One of them was

writteo at Governor Wells's office at the Cus- ,

tom-house. It was agreed upon the night be- j
fore that the letter should be Wiitlen.
Mr. Field..State the conversation that took }

place the night before. I
The Witness,.We had a conversation in re-

gard to the political situation aod the difficultiesof the Returning Board. This was on tho ;

the members of the board resigDiDg, aod your
conversation with iMr. Wells about that. A..
lam not sure that 1 bad aDV conversation with
Mr. Wells about that. I intended this more as
a guide for Colonel Pickett, and it was a suggestionof mioe. My idea was that the filth
man was to be elected, aod that Gov. Wells
should resign in anger. There was no special
agreement between us as to the details, but it
was understood that 1 was to arrange the plan
and he was to get the money.
Q..Explain tbo telegram to C. M. Calvert,

"Hold," &c. A..It was understood between
us that if representations made at Washington
failed to briDg the money, I should use my own

discretion in negotiating lor the returns to be
given as they were in New Orleans, and the
telegram was to indicate that L had entered
upon the second negotiation.
Q..Explain the figure? in tho cipher telegram.A..Each figure meaut so tuaoy hundredthousand dollars.
Q..What did .Baltimore meau '/ A..Baltimorestood for New Orleans.
Q..What did -'J, 30, 1, ~ and 3 mean'/ A.

.That-meant that ho would he there wilh the
money on one of those (lays.
Q..llow much did he say lie warned fur

each member of tho hoard? A..lie said he
wanted at least $2U0,000 a piece for himself and
Anderson and a smaller amount for the niters.
Q..Did Wells say in this conversation what

he was going to do with his parly? A..He
said he was going to beat them.
Q..After you returned tu New Orleans

what conversations had you with Wells? A..
I received a dispatch from Colonel Pickett that
the negotiations iD New York had Jailed and
so stated to Gov. Wells, who then requested
me to try to make arrangements iu New Or
leans. I did so, but did not succeed.
Q..When you left Washington for New Orleans.did you go with any political instructions?A..I had iostruotions to observe the

situation.
Q..Who gave you those instruelicu9? A,.

I think Col. Ca9ey told me that Mr. Chandler
wished mo to do that.
Q..Who paid your expenses? A..They

wero paid by the internal revenue bureau.
Maddox stated that Wells told him on the

noon of December 6, that the majority for the
Hayes electors would be about 1,200 to 1,800. :
Wells also told him at divers times that he
threw out votes wherever it could bo most convenientlydone.
Q..Was a cipher agreed upon between you

and Gov. Wells before you lelt New Orleaus?
A..There was, and ho had the key so thaL lie
might understand the telegrams I should send.
Q..Could you give the contents of the ci- ]

pher? A.--1 don't thiuk I could swear to the
contents. j
Q..Cau you give any part of the contents? '

A..I think the word "hold" was the prioci- [
pal word of it.
Maddox stated that the first peraou he talk- }

ed with when he came to Washington was the ?

President; tho next one he talked with was.
A.T ~ Qfom.irl r* ti ttt it Of on/-) * /* r\tl hi »/»«% rt ll'A »11
i'll# uiunrai i f u junjti auu u^uunv-au uwlu ^
Baltimore, Ho then saw Secretary Cameron ^
and presented tbe case fully to him, as suggostedby Gov. Wells. He told tbe Secretary "c
that Wells wanted one million dollars, but tho £

Secretary declined to accede to tbo proposi- t
tion. Does not know Gov. Kdward F. Noyes v

or whether be saw him in New Orleans; can't 1

say whether ho was present when Wells wroto
the short note to witness; while Wells was writ- 1
ing that some gentleman came in and spoke to a

him; witness dictated that note. w
Q..Where are the letters which you expect £

to-morrow morning V A..I should prefer uot ii
to answer. h

Mr. Lawrence..I insist upon the answer. 0

J'ho Witness..1 will state as a reason why I
do not desire to answer that question, that it £
may prevent me from getting tire letters. ^Mr. Lawrence, radical..I still insist. g
Mr. Seclye, radical,.I should liko to know

the reason why the letters would not be pro- ^duoed if the question was answered. ;il
The Witness..In all probability I shall have d

the letters to morrow morcing. One of them
is sealed and I know its contens. If I disclose
thoir whereabouts now, they might be spirited fit
iway, and if they did not come forth to mor- ti
row morning it might be a reflection upon my- it:
self.

.

Iis
By Mr. Burohard: Q..When did you last re

lave possession of the letters? A..A few th
veeks ago. . !D
Q,_Where did you leave them.in Wash- it

Dgton or New Orleans? A..That is exactly cqi

night of November 19. Gov. Wells wanted
that I should go to Washington, and proposed
to give me a general letter of credentials and
another to a friend of hi9. When I came to
his office the next moroiug one of the letters
was finished, the other he was then writing,
and after awhile sealed it, and it is stili sealed,
This letter is to Senator West. He said that
hn had a difficult task to perform; that his life
was io danger; that he wanted to serve his party,but did not want to run the risk unless he
was compensated for it. He stated that he
would like to serve his party, to make the returnfor Hayes, but wanted to be paid lor it.
He said that the vote was very heavy for him
to handle; that if it had beeo smaller he might
have accomplished the desired result by throw
in? out Mew Orleans.
Q..What did lie ask you then? A.--He

asked me to come on to Washington and see

influential men and get protection and the
money lie wanted.
Q..Did he say what amount he wanted?

A..lie said he wauted a million of dollars.
Q.--On the UOth, you eay, you went and got

the letters; did you take those letters with you
to Washington? I did, sir.
Q..Did you make any use of them there?

A..1 did of the two addressed to me.

Q..To whom didyou show them? A.. The
larger one 1 showed to the President, the Secretaryof War and some of my friends.

Mr. Field..1 will not a9k you for your conversationwith the President, but 1 want you
to state your conversation with the Secretary
of War. A..I told him what Mr. Wells wanted,and the amount of mouey he asked. The
Secretary declined to accede to the proposition.
Q..What did you do next ? A..I took the

oth<T steps agreed upon betweeu us.
Mr. Field..Explain the memorandum about
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hat 1 do not desire to answer, inasmuch as

liave stated that I will produce the letters totorrowmorning. L aui ready to state all about
if the committee compel me to do so.

The committee decided by a party vote not
) compel the witness to disclose the whereboutsof the letters at this time.
By Mr. Lawrence..Q..When were these

ittera left with their preseDt custodiaD ? A..
'he answer to this question would disclose the
tborcahouts of the letters.
Q..Did Gor. Wells ask you to see auy lead

ug democrats? A...No, sir. There was no

ecessity for that.
Q..What ever you did, theu, in this matter
ou did on your owq motiou? A..No, sir. L
lid it on our joiut motion.
Q..When you returned to New Orleans did

ie ask you whether you had seen aoy demounts?A..1 Jo not know whether he asked
hat question, but it was understood between
is that I. was to go.
Q..Did he ask you to raise money lor the

ward? A..He said he wanted money; he
nust have money; he would have money; this
vas the last chance he had.
Q..Was Col. Casey in Washington when

rou were here? A,.fie was. 1 had several
lonversations with him.
Q..Did Col. Pickett tell you that he had

written to New Orleans to his democratic
xiends aDd told them to beware of you; that
Fou were a dangerous man ? A..He did, sir;
md I told hira I knew all about it; that I knew
the contents of the letter forty-eight hours afterit bad been received.

' v j:j I A Tn P.1
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Zicharie,

Q..Did you {urn over to a third party the
letters spoken of beforethe subpoena was servsdupon j'ou? A..Acs, sir; some three or

four weeks ago.
Q..Did you show the letters to the party

you gave them to? A..I showed him the
opeo letter to me, aud am very sure I explained
to him the contents of the scaled one addressed
to Senator West.
Q..Was he a democrat or a republican ?

A..A republican.
Q..Why wa3 not the letter to Senator West

delivered? A,.I prefer not to answer that
question.
The committee insisting, the witness said :

"I had received information of a delicate character,which led me uot to trust West."
Q..Did you have aDy information regarding

Senator West after you reached here which vou
had not when you leftNew Orleans? A..Yes,
sir. some.

Q.~-Did you receive any information regardingSenator West from anybody in New Orleans?A..Yes, air, from Judge Alexander
Walker.
Q..it was iu consequence of this conversationwith Judge Walker aud others that you

decided not to deliver it to Senator West ?
A..Partly. And wheu 1 came ou here aud
reflected 1 did not think it safe to place myself
iD Senator West's hands.
Q..Is the letter at New Orleans now? A..

That 1 decline to answer.
Q..What was the subject of your conversationwith Judge Walker? A..it was a separateand distinct negotiation, which he seemed

very anxious to bring to a favorable result, lie
said lie would try to raise money, and 1 communicatedthe fact to Gov. Wells. I did not
tell Gov. Wells that I had interviews with
Walker, nor that Col. Pickett had interviews
with Mr. Hewitt or Mr. Morrissey.

O..Was there any arrangement between
you and Col. Pickett as to the share ol the
money he and you were to get? A...No, sir;
we did not know how uiueh money would be
gotten.
Q.. Pid you expect to gel any compensation

yourself ? A..Weil, L thought (he laborer was

worthy ol' his hire.
(I..When did you lirst open negotiations

with Col. Pickett? A..After my interview
with Secretary Cameron.
(?..Bid you toll him that you had a letter

for Seuator West? A..1 told biui after 1 had
commenced the negotiations with him.
By Mr. Burchard..Q..When did you lirst

conclude uot to deliver the letter to Senator
West ? A,.Before I saw Secretary Cameron.
1 know this, because 1 showed the Secretary
the sealed letter, aud told him of the eouteuts,
aod also of my determination Dut to deliver it.
By Mr. Lawrence..Q..In your interviews

with Cameron did you tell him the amount of
money wanted? A..I told him that Wells
wanted u million dollars; that they would prob'1 1 - A » 1 i.d
aDiy nave 10 run away iroiu mere mm wuuiuu

to he provided lor.
The committee adjourned uutil to day.
The Louisiana Investigating Committee had

Maddox before it again to day, and in the
course of his testimony, which was of the same
rcuor as that given heretofore, he said that the
letters l'rom Gov. Wells to Senator West and
from Wells to iWaddox were in the haods of a

prominent republican, but to designate where
they now were might jeopardize their productionbelorc the committee.
The committee gave witness till to-morrow

morning to produce the letters. They purport
to treat of the million offer.
The examination of the returning board was

then begun, and Anderson was put on the
stand.
Anderson testified that Dr. W. A. Kobesou

proposed to him to sell out to the democratic
party,for which he was promised $200,000. Andersonsaid he scouted the proposition, and said
to Robeson, if you wish to retain my friendship,you must not mention this to me again.
Dr. Robeson is a democratic State Senator.
His testimony was continued, but was altogetherin relation to tbc mode adopted by the
returning board, as to the throwing out of
votes, etc.

News of the Day.
A. band of desperadoes organized for robbery

and murder has been discovered in Williamson
county, ill., and the leader, James Moss, and
lames Jackson, Frank Palmer and anoLher,
uomber of tho gang, have been arrested. A
tmnd of train wreckers, who have been operatngon tbo Missouri, Kansas and Texas railroad,
n thinly sotticd parts of oouthern KansaB, have
ilso been recently pursued by the police, and on
Saturday last two of them, named Meadows and
Mend, were arrested by tho United States deputy
uarshal. boavily ironed and taken to Fort
Smith, Arkansas, whero they will bo tried.
Two or throe hundred canvas-back ducks

vero caught fast during the late freeze off tho
ralbotshoro of the Choptank river, nearly oppo.
ito Cambridge, and in that condition were pickidup without difficulty. .Speculations upon this
ingular occurrence are various, some supposing
hat tbo snow and sleet caked on the duck's
(rings, thus preventing their flight, and others
hat thoy wcro caught in tho moving ico.
At tho small settlement of Egbertville, iSi. J.,

'alrick Dolan, a laborer, awakened his mother
bout 3 o'clock yesterday morning and without
earning killod her with some blunt instrument,
la then attacked his sistor and beat her so shock-
jgly that ber death is expectod. Dolan was

edged in jail by noighbors who hoard the cries
nd interfered.
Edward Fox, of Tituaville, after twenty-three

ears of strugglo in the State and Unitod States
Courts, has received a verdict of damages to the
mount of $t'5,C00 against tho Baltimore and
hio .Railroad Company.
The now Board of Police Commissioners at
Washington yesterday reinstated Alajor Kichrds,the Superintendent of Police, and also tho
etectives who had been suspended.
The Alexandria Gazette..In this old
erliDg exponent of Virginia thought and senment,we have what is regarded by many of
3 numerous readers as the best paper pubihedin Virginia. It has made an honorable
cord tor enterprise and ability for more than
ree generations, and acquires new vigor and
fluence as it advances in age. We welcome
to our sanctum, and wish that its shadow
ay never grow less..Halifax Record. 1 i
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The Electoral Couimission.

The Electoral Commission met in the room

ol the Supreme Court at three o'clock yesterdayafternoon.
A communication Irom ttiu two Houses ol

Congress, iu joint session, was presented by Mr,
Gorham, Secretary of the Senate, aod read as

follows:
IIall House of Representatives, I

February 1, 1877. j
To the President of the Commission :

More than one return or paper purportiu*
to be a return or certificate of electoral voles o

the Stale of Florida having been received ant

this day opened iu the presence of the twe
Houses of Congress, and objections thereh
having been made, the said returns, with al
accompanying papers, and also the objection
thereto, are herewith submitted to the judg
moot and decision of the commission, as pro
vided by law. T. W. Ferry,

President of the Senate.
The Presiding Justice.It is suggested, am

I think with propriety, that the doors may no^
be opened and that proper persons be ad
mitted.

Mr. Justice Bradley.iuuderstand there ar

three ossificates from the State ol Florida tna
have been sent to us. I should thiok that th
proper course would be to have these thre
certiHcates read, and then as each is read le
the parties be called upon 10 state whethe
they are objected to and who are the obj ecton
Until wo read these certificates or hear ther
read we do not know what we have before us

After that it will bo time t>j take such othc
order in regard to proceeding as may bo uc

cessary.
Representative Payne.I move that the cei

tificates with the papers be printod at as earl
an hour as possible.
The Presiding Justice.The motion befor

thp commission is that tho three certificates i
the caso of Florida be printed with the obje<
tions thereto. II that is your pleasure yo
will say aye (putting the question.) It
agreed to. How soon caa thoy be.printed ?

Considerable discussion ensued as to tb
printing of other papers acoompanying th
certificates and objections. A motion to tb
effect was made bv Renreseniative Abbott, hi
withdrawn in order to give time to considi
the question as to whether all papers eou!
properly be printed with the certificates uq

objections.
The Presiding Justice..The motion is will

drawn, (A pause.) I am requested now
call for the Dames of counsel who appear in tt
case oo each side.

Representative Field.- -We have sever
counsel on our side. We have Mr. O'Cout
of New Vork, Judge Black ol Pennsylvaoi:
Judge Trumbull of' Illinois, Mr. Merrick
Washington, and Mr. Green of New Jersey.
The Presiding Justice..-Counsel uot cxceet

iog two in number on each side arc allowed
participate in argument.

Representative Field..We have uot selccte
these two. i only mentioned names to you
answer to questions: liow many there are
who are concerned iu the ease? Wo shall a

raDge that matter iu the course of the eveninj
The Presiding Justice..That will answe

Who are counsel on the other side?
Mr. Evarls..As representing objectors t

certificates other thaD those that have bee
represented iu enumeration by Mr. Field,
will state that Mr. Stoughtou, Mr. Staule
Matthews, Mr. Shellabarger and myself are e:

peeled to represent objectors in some easi
which will appear, and 1 would ask the instru
tion of the court, if it is pertinent now to mak
inquiry, as to what is iucluded in the pbras
"on the merits of any case presented to it,
whether that means any issue joined on obje
tions to auy particular certificate, or whetbi
it includes all that arises in case of a particuh
Statey
The Presidium Justice..1 think counsel wi

have to judge of that matter for themselvc:
Unless they have some question to ask th
commission it is hardly within the province *

the presiding justice to determine that.
Mr. Evarts..A9 i understand them, ii ti

commission please, that the designation of iw
counsel will be sufficiently eutly made whe
the case is up.
Senator Edmuuds. -That is merely for tl

Coal argument.
The Presiding Justice..Alter the objeetoi

Lave opened the ease'{
Mr. Evarls..So we understand.
Mr. Justice liradley..I suggest to Mi

Evarts that probably the construction of tht
would he "the case on its morits;" the priuc
pal question would be included io that tern
and all iotcriocqtatory or other motions woul
not be incladed in that phrase.

Senator Edmuuds..It covers the whole sut
jeet of a particular State, '

Senator Sargent, iD reply to a question of th
commission as to which of the objectors woul
present the case, aside from counsel on confei
ence. it is determined that Mr. McCrary an

Mr. Kasson will appear.
Representative Garfield..L tbiok there wa

one objection filed regarding which no actio
has been takcD, an objection I believe fror
Senator Jones, i have heard the president c

the commission make no allusion to it. I ic
quire whether there is any special hearing t
be had on that objection? I think it was dil
fercnt from other objections whioh have bee
tiled. I refer to it because it makes a distinc
case, and is a different objection in its charai
tor from either of the other two that have beei
referred to.
The Presiding Justice..My impression i

(though I do not make that decision in behal
of the commission) that the several objection
to returns from a .State constitute one case,am
two objectors will be heard upon one side am

two on the other, aod alter they shall liav
been heard two cnunsel will be heard upon on

side aud two upon the other. Uulessotherwis
advised by the commission that will he the rul
ing.

Representative Field..Will you allow mi

to say that perhaps there may be some misun
dorstandiog in regard to that rule unless I statt
to you precisely facts ?
The Presiding Justice. .Prooeed, sir.
Representative Field..There are objection;

to the lour votes of Florida on each side; tha
is to say, we object to the four votes montionec
in the first returns.

Senator Edmunds..Which are they ?
Representative Field. .Theyare, if I maj

use the names of the candidates, the flaye;
electors. We object oa our part to those votes,
certificates and lists.

Senator Edmunds..Aod the other gcQilumeuobject to the others.
Representative Field..Mr. Sargent, Mr,

Kasson, and the gentlemen on the other side
specifically object lo ours, ineu mere id tue
additional objection made by Senator Jones, ol
Florida, and others to one of the Hayes electorsas ineligible under the Constitution. That
is a distinct matter, aodwe supposed it would
be taken up quito distinctively. It is a minor
affair, and should not encumber the principal
one, and if the commission will allow us we will
designate as objectors Mr. Thompson and Mr.
Jenks. L suppose the discussion of that matterwill not lake up much of the lime
of the comiuissiou. At all events, as a matter
of form, if you will allow us, we will suggest
that Mr. Thompson and Mr. Jenks he the objectors,and as to counsel we will advise tonightand inform the commission to-morrow
who will represent us.

The Presiding Justice..When you are advisedwhat you desire you will submit a motion
to the commission and I will have it determined.At present I am not prepared torule otherwisethau I have. If there he no further
suggestion to be presented I will put the questionto the commission that when this commissionadjourn it adjourn to meet at half-past ten
o'clock to-morrow moroiog. Adcpted.

fERTISER.
The room having boon cleared the commissionremained lor consultation, and after some

time spent in deliberation, the commission adjournedtill ten o'clock this morning.
r The High Uommissiou on the count of tho

electoral vote met in tho room of the Supreme
Court at 10:30 o'clock this morning, when Mr.

? Field, of the House objectors,opened the Floridacase, referred to yesterday, on the part of
theTilden electors, in a clear and consise argument,in which he succinctly 6tated the whole
tacts connected with tho electoral count ia that
State. He urged that the question before the

| commission was not whether tbey could go bej
biud the certificates, but whether the certificatescould go behind the truth. He held up

}
the certificates of Gov. Stearns, and declared

I that it was pollution to touch them. They were

3 steeped in fraud. It was said that these papers
_

implied truth aad could not be attacked. It was
not so. Fraud vitiated everything it touched,
and these papers were saturated with fraud.
Mr. Field closed with an eloquent peroration

j apostrophizing the statue of freedom on the
v dome of the Capitol.

Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, followed Mr. Field,
and spoke lor about three quarters of an hour,
making one of the strongest, clearest and rno.it

t brilliant constitutional arguments that has ever
been heard in the-Capitol io favor ol the clec
tion ol the Tildcn electors io Florida.
At the conclusion of Mr. Tucker's speech,

Mr. Kasson, of the radical objectors, asked for
j time to prepare a reply, when the commission
^ took a recess till 3 o'ciock.

While the court room is pretty well filled,
.j, quiet is observed and everything proceeds as if

before the Supreme Court. The five justices
occupy the centre of the judges platform aod
on either side sit the Senate and House commissions,The objectors sit at the main table,
while counsel sit in their rear. Among the dise
tioguished counsel are Messrs. O'Connor,
Trumbull, Carpenter, Stoughton, Evarts, Mervrick, Whitney and others, while a very large

Ju number of the most distinguished men of the
:3 country are present as spectators.
1 After recess the commission heard Messrs.
e Kasson aod McCreary in behalf of the radical
e objectors,

_____

is Letter trom Kieliinonil.
[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazatte.]

^ Richmond, Va., Jan. 31, 1877..A young

j geutleman of this city has been expelled from
the Virginia Military institute, he having rei-ceived demerit marks for smoking, which is

0 3gainst the rules. This was his only offense.
1 lie reached home to day smoking a cigarette,
al and looking as cheerful as possible under the
?t- cireumstuncc-s.
x' Oue oi' our leading churches is considering
Dl the advisabiliiy of gelling a cornet player iu

the choir, 'i'he cornet has been introduced iu
the choirs at the North with great success.

0 The organ simply plays the accompaniment
aud the cornet plays the air. It is much easier
for a congregation to follow the cornet tbau
the organ. It is a tioe leading instrument.

11 Col. Samuel A. Swaun, of Caroline, was
r" elected in joint session Superintendent of the

Tenitentiary.
r- The Superintendent of tho Peniteutiary has

the appointment of the first, second and third
0 assistant superintendents and the filling of a

!!? number of other places connected with the in
stitution. Col. Swaon had the inside track in

'y the race from the beginning, as his frieuds
£" urged his claims lor the place a year ago.
25) The following bills were passed by the Seuc"ate to-day: Authorizing the Secretary of the
:e Commonwealth to furnish certaiu officers in

the Commonwealth with session acts, under
certain conditions; conferring oo the police of

e" Alexandria certain powers of constables;
cr amending the law in relation to records in the
ir Court of Appeals; to reduce bonds of ministers

of the gospel; to provide for appeals from the
decision ol school boards in reference to the

* construction ol school buildings; to atneud the
l- law iu relation to the appointment of school
J1 trustcas iu towns of less than 5,000; and to

aulliorizd the city of Winchester to subscribe
10 to the capital stock of the Martinsburg and
0 Potomac railroad.
u The bill to authorize fiduciaries to sell insolventclaims was lost.
ie The House passed the following bills : To

aiueud seotion 5 of chapter 8 of the (.'ode of
1S73 with regard to election districts; for the
protection of fish iu all the waters of the Com
ujonwcallh; to aiueud sections 3, 0 and 7 of

r- chapter 27u of the acts of 1S74 '5 in relatiou to
the time ol meeting ot the board of supervis'*ors and othc-r powers; and for the protection ol
sheep in the county of Culpeper, with Senate

d amendments.
The Speaker laid before the House a memo}*rial from General 13. T. Johnson, asking the

House for a prompt and thorough investiga0tion into the settlements of Selden, Withers &
d Co., and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

Company, cs called for by a resolution of the
d House.

Id the House a putitjon was presented from
18 citizens of the oouDties of Fairfax and Alexan0dria to amend the law so as to exempt from a
53 specific tax of $10 all book agents who sell or
'' procure subscriptions for aoy religious, agricul'tural, or horticultural books, pamphlets, or

9 publications not published in this State, which
'* wa3 appropriately referred.
t Strusburg vs. the Railroad.

' The old fight between the town of Strasburg
0 and the B. & 0. 11. R. is going on in the
g Legislature. The contest is over a resolution
f which passed tho Houso three years ago, and
3 which then failed io the Senate, to instruct

| the Attorney General '.o iustitute proceedings
p to compel a compliance with the charter, or

e forfeit the franchise of the compauy. Judge
e Allen reintroduced the resolution last wiDter
" and the committee reported it adversely. This

wiuter he has tried it again with better results.
. It is now on the House calendar on favorable
} report, and will likely pass that body. We

understand the railroad company were representedthere by counsel who now propose to
5 compromise by building a depot near the centre
t ot Strasburg and ruuDing all trains to it; and,
1 further, that the authorities of the town have

indicated that they will be satisfied with this.
The company never had any right to coufstruct the road to any other point than Stras3burg, and it is only just to the people there

, that they should be compelled to cure the
wrong done thenj. We occasionally hear some
bigoted ass talk about the relative cost of runningthe railroad to Strasburg and moving
Strasburg to the railroad. The question is not

i one ol dollars andceuta.the standard by which
too many men measure their scruples.but it
is one o! tnc rignt ot corporations lo violate
charters; whether tbey have a right to franchisesobtained under false pretenses; whether
the Slate will enact for the special benefit of
her people, and then allow a foreign corporationto ignore both the State and people. Neitheris the question affected by the cost of build
ing the road to Strasburg. The charter says
the road shall run iu Slrasburg. The company
accepted the charter with this condition, and
it it co9t twice as much to go to Strasburs a9
to run to the junction the obligation to go there
was none the leas binding. Their remedy was
in an amended charter, an application lor which
would have given both side3 a chance to be
heard.

Virginia owes it to her people to protect
them in their every iuterest against encroachmeetsand impositions by corporations. We
have no other authority to look to. The cor

poration9 have us at every disadvantage in
means for litigatioD, and, unless the State will
interpose her power as the creator of.corporations,there is little hope that railroads will
long subserve the end for which they were

iimi mi iiiwim iimr .r... imwnni,

designed, chartered aud constructed. Almost
all the other States am uow exercising a jealoussupervision in rcspecr to many other mattersthan the mere compliance with charters.*.
Shenandoah Herald.

Foreign News.
Montenegro has replied to Turkey's peace

proposal that she is willing to enter upon negotiationswith that view, but at the same timeasksto be informed of the conditions which will
be accorded as a basis. Russia is actively prosecutingthe mobilization of her forces. The
Roumanians are plan tint; battel ies opposite
the Turkish redoubts at Widden. Active correspondenceis in progress between Russia and
Germany.
The Journal des Droits de i'Homme or Paris

has been suspended for the eleventh tine. The
present suspension is lor insulting the Presidentof the Republic and justifyicg the Commune.

Spain and the United States aie cow to ne
to revive tbc- treaty of 1795.

Conscription in the Basque (own? in Spree
goes hard, and has to be eororced by fines
Armed resistance against Geu. Diaz, in Mexico,is at an end, though it is believed his rub:

will be of short duration. The church tacitly
recognizes him, though really waiting a b.vor
able moment for the conservatives. L:rd./j
followers continue to leave the country. Icar'.-i.
political outrages.

The New Orleans Kicholls Superior Cr.a...
nal Court attempted, yesterday, u» get iiic re

luros of the election lor investigation by the
grand jury. The Packaiu Secretary oi Statrefusesto deliver them, as tin- judge issuing
the order is not recognized by the Pack-ud gov
emuient. It is claimed by the democrats that
Packard has recogoized the N».». *er.v
meet by Gliosr ao answer to a .-thf against !huj
in a district court abolished by the ropnbii<no
legislature, 3cd the judge of' which i:v r.r

pointed by Gov. Nicholls.

The condition of Hon, Aio/:. It. HitpLocs cc:itinuesto improve. His physicians, it is stated,
have at no time despaired cf his recovery. Hit
disease ia not pulmonary, but pneumonia ana
neuralgia

"miiT
in Kichmoud, Va , Jan. sist, l>3;;,

ADDISON, ajrod 4 years and 7 months, cUutrhterof Charles W. and Nellie M. (Jreen.

regular monthly meeting of tho Belial
Hook and Ladder Company wiii he heid at .

o'clock this evening. Tho rolls wdi be revised,
and all membors who are not equipped or ha\.
tailed to conform to the constitution in any way
are specially notified to appear and show chu.-j
why their names should not be dropped

It \V . K. Da V IDS07,', Sec j..

josS" Tho members ot Mechanic?.' Lodge, \o
3, K.B., aro heroby noli lieJ to meet at their bai'
to-night, at 7 o'clock, to make turangements t. :

attending tho funeral of their late brother, J. W
Atkinson. By order of tho C. 0.

It Jou Corson, Iv. tt i;b

GAET Eli'S,
TOG market Space, Wnshliigtoth 1

Very large assortment ni Cloths ami Ci-j.
mores for men and boys' wear; ,i\ ode, b.v.
75c, S7c and $1.
Nearly two yards wide Black NVatmprooi

only 50c, worth 75c.
Tho best Bed Ticking in the world, yard wide,

double twilled, 25c, wortli ;it)c.
Tho Burost liiack Silks, Mohair, Alpaca,

double width, very tine, worth 5,1 60, j'sVery wide Sheeting Cotton, splendid ijuaiiiv
........ I, r.r,.

uuijr «.VU| yf ui iu c/v/u.

Double width (Jottuii, excel tool quality, i
worth 2Uc.

'

The vory be.<t Canton Flannel, LO, v.orih %>c.
Pure Linen Table Damask, very dr.o, onif

GUc, worth Toe.
Largest size Pure Linen Napkins only
Pure Linen Handkerchiefs Ge.
Ladies' White Wool Stockings l'-V, worm'J«
Hed Twilled Flannel 26e, all wool.
Large size Wliito Wool Blankets »'iiy :worthS4
Spool Cotton
lien's Dress Shirts, mado of the tM=; i'-/i

and the linest Linen Bosom, only : ». , «

Si 50. ieo J

'yALENTIN ES

FRENCH'S, NO. 96 IvlNO STREET.
A largo assortment of (Jouiic and Sonlini sii>.

Valentines, Valentino Cards, Envelopes ano
Writers for salo cheap.
A new lot of DIARIES fur I77
Ail the loading Magazines and i'ni,;'?r: :

nished at publishers' rates.
NEW BOOKS.

Madcan Violett. bv William Bin ic. >.

Tlio Sua Maid, GOe.
Apploton'e Railway Guide for February
Ozalca, by Cecil Clayton, 50c.
The Arundel .Motto, 75c.
R~-e Turquand, 50c.
Lraithwaito for January, SI 50
Thankfui Blossom, a Romance oftae Jersey-,

by Bret Harte, $1 25.
Houra with John Darby, i>y tne author oi

"Odd Hours of a Physician/' Si '25
In tho Levant, by Ckaa. Dudley Warner,
New Books daily .

fob2 GKG. Jv FREN CH

SPECIAL NOTICE
The ferry Boat CI.TY OF ALEXANDRIA

will, from Saturday, February 3d, make trip4
between Alexandria and, Washington a.; followLeaveAlexandria at 7.30, 0.30 and 11 " a '»

and 1.30, S.30 and 6 30 p. m.
Leave Washington at £.30 and lU.oOa rn..H(i'i

12.30, 2.30, 4 30 and 6 p. m.

Sunday.Leave Alexandria at 0.30 ?>tid il.a.Jni.,and 1.30, 3 30 and 5.20 p. tn Deavfl ^
Washington at 10 20 u. m., and 12.30, 2.3'1, T/!
and G p. m.

S. S HOWlSON,
fob 2 4t President Potomac Jb'c-ri.y <

t, SPECIAL NOTICE To
H 'I'Tiam s ii i p p fi rs.
Tho steamer LADY OF THE LAivfc.

resume her regular trips to and from Nori
commencing MONDAY, the 5th ir«rt-*i.t 1

particulars apply to
F. A. HEED, Agent,

feb'2-3t Jar.noyj wi.aij

Land bonds
of tho .

VIRGINIA MIDLAND RAILROAD <0
All persons holding Land Bonds < t the v

ginia Midland it. It. Co. are requested i » ;-r* f &
nish me at once with a statement of the sainn, LjSgiving the number and dent winatioii ot y
bonds. This information is uueesoary i"
to carry out an important arrangement cor...cci"
ed with said boadi, .san

fob 2-2w 13. F. NALLE, Trustee.

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
ALEXANDRIA INSURANCE CO.

bo held in the Commercial Exchange Room? '

MONDAY, Feb. Ctb, at 10o'clock iu.

By order of the Board :

leb 2-2L QEOBQ fc WISE, Sec reury.

I^KESH VIRGINIA BUTTER receiveJ or
feb 2 K. W. AVERY, 22o King «

JgtfSH I FlSfi i

20 bbls choice bio. 2 MACKEREL
tu bbls No. 3 MEDIUM
20 bbls No. 11 SMALL
110 half bbis No. 2.
20 quarter bbls No. 2.
10 half bbls No. 2.
20 kits No. 1 MACK.EKfc.lj
'IS. bilo Mr. O \l Ai'tf K. kail
Also SPLIT unci KuUN 'j H EiiKJ ;it«-
lu storo unci for sale by t

N. LIN USE* A GO- KM
feb 1-1ft* £1 Od. 0 be. "> K tl'n' : I

Mm U N T V 12 it JAu N N U K S l£ K 1 h* J

Established 26year*. .;
FKUiT TREES ADAPT*D To TJl» ^

DION A SPE J1ALTY. ^
MAl^ FRUIT, OKNAAlENTaL rut-Sor<dfor ft i\&taloeue to

o. Dillingham & ou-i
ACCotink PostoiDv.^ 3

cov4-t^;ti u'iirfizCw-i **^


